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she has spoken 10 @ New aoCur, v winw
works exclusively with old people. The
new doctor says that Erma’s “symploms™
can be treated with a new drug therapy,
A combination of analgesic drupgs has
heen found that can alter the chemistry
af the brain to bridge “psychotic hreaks”
like the one Erma is experiencing. Of
vourse, Erma will have 10 be moved to a
hospital during this treatment, where she
will receive “continual observation"” until
her “conditlon™ can be “stabilized.”
Erma Henke listens to this with an

A RETLILAE Bs® B Rdkiiy hosme mEs mew e e A
redbhead who lurned 40 ‘on her Jast
hirthday. She had heen a dancer, an off.
Broadway actress, a New York bartender
and a Florida shopkeeper hefore she
“hurned out on the pursuit of fame and
fortune.” '

She deseribes herself as having heen

people.

"I reached a poinl where | knew |
wasn't gning to he young anymore, antl’
what [ wanted was something that made

underside of her chin with the fingers of
hoth hands,

toward & very old waman sitting alone in
a straipht-hacked chair, leaning forward
nn a cane, heside the front door. The
“recycled” into a career working with olii=*=wamggs hair 15 so thig 1t lonks like a
vagr- D _
samher ina way that is beyond anything
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One-man video warehouse held in theft

Beverly Hills police
put $500,000 worth
of gear on display

By Paul Wilner
Herald statf wriler

A man who helped run a Beverly Hills
television news service has heen charpged
with prand theft for allegedly stealing
more than £500,000 in expensive video and
photographic equipment, authorities said
yesterday. .

Sophisticated motion picture cameras,
video equipment, clectric typewriters and
compulers confiscated from the home of
ltonald George Levin, 41, were on display
al a news conference conducted by Beverly
Hills police yesterday in the parage of that
city’s library.

Lt. William Hunt, a spokesman for the
department, estimated the total value of
the confiscated merchandise at “hetween
£500,000 and $1 million.”

l.evin was arrested Friday on four
counts of grand theft after an investipation
of allegations that he had been "horrowing
or huying video and photographic cquip-

ment and not returning or paying for i,”" .

Hunt said.

Levin had heen “acquiring expensive
video and photographic equipment to use
in the produciion of a TV pilot film called
‘The Reporter,”” Hunt said, adding that
Levin had allepedly neither paid lor nor
returned the equipment.

Levin told authorities he was sell-
emploved  at Network News Ine., on
Camden Drive in Beverly Hills, an inde-
pendent company that supplies freelance
news segments to TV stations.

His lawyers denied the grand theft
allepations.

“"Basically. this is a case where mer-
rhants have attempled to use the police
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department as a collectinon ageney,” Regs

Possino, one af Levin's attornevs, saud
yesterday oulside 3 hail reduction hearing
before  Deverly Hills Muneipal Judge

Andrew Weisz “They have taken a privaie

civil matter and ereated  an aura of
eriminal wronpgdoing, which  does ot
exisy” 1

After criticizing what he called Levin's

“rhutzpah,” Weisz reduced the defendant's
hail from S231.000 to 875,000, Levin s
scheduled to be arraigned today.

Don Steier, another member ol Levin's
legal team, said Beverly Hills police alleg.
edly confiscated “a lot of equipment™ that
was nol covered by the scarch warrant
.from the defendant’s hame.

But police said the equipment had heen
confiscated in order 1o determine  ps

)

Bewverly Hills deleclives inspect some of lhe allegedly stolen electronic equipment.

rightful owner

“During the search of Mr. Levin's home,
appraximately hall of the equipment was
recovered.” Hunt said. “Various pieces of
PXPONSIVE COMPUICT fQUIpMEnt were
found during the search and were conflis:
valed untl ownership s determined.

“The mvestigation .. revealed informa-
unn that Mr
some nr all of the equipment,” he added.
“This intent makes the actions of Mr. Levin
a crumnal offense ™

Poliee said they embarked on the
immviestigatinn alter complaints from mer-
chants, including the Panasonic Corp., the
CS5F Manulacturing Co., RCA, and the
Garden Pholto Co. of Los Anpeles, that
lavin had allegedly taken their gonds
withnul pavment.
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