This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application.
August 21, 2020
To: Governor Gavin Newsom Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR
My name is Benjamin Ahlvik-Garrison. I am an internship coordinator for Ananda Village
based in Nevada City California. I am newlywed, my wife and I enjoy the simple joys and
satisfaction of living in a cooperative spiritual community. We have lived here for over a year
and feel very fulfilled by the connections with our friends and neighbors and are happy to be
contributing to the future of the community. I am writing to express my strong belief in
reforming the prison system by offering second chances for inmates who have life in prison
sentences, especially when the individual in question has shown a commitment to reform and
willingness to offer positive contribution to his/her community and society.
In the case of Joe Hunt there is injustice in his sentence as he was wrongly imprisoned for
murder without evidence. The case for his release is piled in his favor due to his respected status
among inmates, guards and all personnel in the prison facility. Out in the world he has a large
community who all stand behind his innocence and release. His commitment to our spiritual
community, his connection with friends and family and his continued support of the spiritual
work has proved his selfless loyalty. He has a lot to offer the world and has wasted enough years
behind bars already.
Won’t you please give him a chance to be considered for release by the parole board?
Thank you for your attention to this letter and all the others in favor of Joe Hunt’s release. I can
be reached at benbgarrison@gmail.com if you need to contact me for any reason.
Sincerely,

Benjamin Ahlvik-Garrison

Dear Sir,

My name is Captain Anil Kumar Gupta (Retd). I recently took pre mature retirement from Indian
Defence Force (Indian Navy). I am based in Delhi, India and a member of Ananda Sangha. I got
connected to Ananda Sangha to help bring immense personal transformation in people. I am going
through there courses and there is so much to learn. I am moving ahead with Motto RYTHM (Raise
Yourself to help Mankind). Ananda Sangha has given me the correct perspective of life to live this life
peacefully, lovingly and joyfully and to motivate others to do the same.
I don't know Joe Hunt personally but from all that I have read and heard from my own spiritual mentors
at Ananda Sangha, I am deeply inspired by him. I know he is an inspiration to many, from the cell of
his prison he has done so much good and shared so much light with whoever he came in contact with.
I believe this soul needs our compassion and not judgement. I have erred and so have every single
person I know. But I do know that if someone can help others while going through their own storm, it
really calls for great spirit and courage and reflects on his good soul qualities.
What Joe Hunt did knowingly or unknowingly when he was 24 years old is no longer relevant. He has
already suffered much. Today he is 60 and suffering from heart and health problems. His term in
prison has been exemplary. I know without doubt, that he will only be a person of service to
mankind and society if he is given a chance to rebuild his life from here.
You have the power and the grace to grant him mercy. I humbly appeal to you to release Joe Hunt and
give compassion and humanity a chance! God knows he deserves it.
If I can be of any service to you or if you have any concerns regarding my letter, please feel free to
reach me at joygupzz@gmail.com or call me at +91 9999215766.

Kind Regards,

Captain Anil Kumar Gupta (Veteran)
Indian Navy
+91 9999215766

This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application.
Governor Gavin Newsom
cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR
August 21st 2020
I am an honest, educated, law abiding citizen with a stable home life, a true sense of right and
wrong, and a deep faith in God. I am writing to ask you to commute Joe Hunt’s sentence, to
allow a parole board to consider him for release from prison.
I became aware of Joe Hunt’s case three years ago via the Spiritual Directors of my church,
The Ananda Church of Self Realization. I have been involved with Ananda for six years, and
I have observed the leaders and long-time members to be good and decent people with sound
judgment.
I learnt about Mr Hunt’s efforts to raise funds for Ananda’s Temple of Light campaign, to
help fund a much needed new place of worship. I was so inspired by the good work he was
doing for his community while inside prison. This is a man with good intentions. His
personal outlook and motivations are quite different at the age of 60 than the 24 year old he is
judged as.
I implore you to consider the very low risk that Mr Hunt poses to the general public if
released. I have not heard nor read of any accounts of Joe Hunt being violent towards any
other people. Joe Hunt’s behaviour in the 1980’s was an indication of the times and of his
youth. Mr Hunt is now an elderly inmate who is unnecessarily costing taxpayer money
to be kept locked up.
Mr Hunt has a proven record of excellent prisoner behaviour, service to his fellow inmates
and to his Church. He has served his time, it has gone on long enough. I feel that releasing
him on compassionate grounds would look favourably upon the Governorship and the State
of California. The vast majority of people reading those newspaper headlines would say that
35 or so years is reasonable time served. People have moved on, but Joe hasn’t been given
that chance.
There is a meaningful life waiting for Joe Hunt when he is released from prison. He has
a wife, a devoted sister and brother in law and the support of good friends to help him adjust
back to normal life. Please allow him to experience physical freedom in his later years with
his family and Church.
Sincerely,

Printed name: Clare Finlay
Phone Number: +61413653452
Email Address: clare.finlay@live.com.au

This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application.
August 24, 20
To: Governor Gavin Newsom
Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR
Dear Sirs,
I have never met Jairam, but I received a call from Catherine and Michael Olivier earlier this
year and they were very concerned about a heart condition Jairam had developed that was
beyond the level of care he was getting in the prison system. I reached out to a cardiologist
here at Stanford to enlist his aid in guiding Jairam to the proper specialists to attend to his
condition. I hope that the issue is resolved or at least under control, but I do think that Jairam’s
physical health is an important factor in requesting his release at this time, not to mention the
added risk that COVID-19 presents to people with pre-existing conditions.

Sincerely,

David M. Hovsepian, MD
Clinical Professor of Radiology
Stanford University School of Medicine
Associate Director of Radiology Quality and Safety
Department of Radiology
300 Pasteur Drive, MC 5642
Stanford, CA 94305

Telephone (650) 723-0356
FAX (650) 725-0533
E mail: dhovsepian@stanfordhealthcare.org

This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application.
August 21, 2020
To: Governor Gavin Newsom Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR
My name is Devendra Jaiswal. I have been a spiritual teacher for the last 15 years and
am based in the city Pune, India.
Joe has already served 35 years in prison. I don’t know personally but some of my
friends who have visited him in prison speak very positive of him.
Please give him a chance to be considered for release by the parole board.
I can be reached at devendra@anandaindia.org if you need to contact me for any
reason.
Sincerely,

Devendra Jaiswal

August 18, 2020
This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor’s Commutation Application
To: Governor Gavin Newsom
Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR
Dear Governor Newsom,
I am writing to ask you to commute the sentence of Joe Hunt (D-61863), to allow a parole board to
consider him for release from prison. I have had the privilege of getting to know Joe, both in person
and through written correspondence over many years.
Based on the voluminous evidence I have read and learned from my personal contact with Joe, I am
convinced that he should have been released many years ago. That he is still incarcerated is a
continuing miscarriage of justice. Furthermore, he has shown—for many years now, that he is
rehabilitated far beyond the level of anyone who qualifies for parole. Under the present
circumstances due to COVID-19, his life is at risk where he is.
I firmly believe, for these reasons, that Joe is a very strong candidate for commutation. If he is
released, he will have numerous choices of places to live and work from among the Ananda
Communities and his network of literally hundreds of friends and supporters. Please give him the
chance to be considered by the parole board.
Thank you for your kind attention to this matter. If you need to contact me for any reason, I am
available as shown below.
Thanking you again.
Sincerely,

Peter Schuppe
Spiritual Director
Home: (916) 358-6440
Office: (916) 361-0891
dharmadas@anandasacramento.org

This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governernors Commutation Application

To Governor Gavin Newsom

8/21/20

Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR
I am a monastic living in the Ananda Village community in Nevada city, California, and I'd like to
add my support for Joe Hunt’s release from prison.
I personally have never met Joe Hunt, but a number of people in our Ananda spiritual family
have, whom I consider to be exceptionally great people- devoting their lives for God with a pure
heart. Among them are our worldwide spiritual leaders Jyotish and Devi Novak. I admire and
revere these two people more than anyone else that I know. Pure hearted, humble, giving,
loving, happy. They are true examples of living for God and living a simple and happy life. They
know Joe Hunt and see the goodness in his heart and believe he belongs in this world with us.
And that feeling is validated by all the other Ananda family members that meet him and get to
know him. They all feel that Joe Hunt is a good man.
I personally believe that Joe Hunt is innocent, but hypothetically speaking, even if he wasn’t;
isn't it clear that he has a good heart? Life is a school. We grow and we learn through out
turbulations and mistakes. Should one mistake define the rest of our life? For some people, an
entire life time is not enough to learn a lesson, yet for others, it can be learned in an instant. I
believe we should judge people based not on their mistakes in the past, but who they are in the
present. Who we are is never set in stone. We are always changing, learning, and adapting to
the world around us.
Even in prison, this man has been able to affect others and the world in a positive way. He
helped donate over 1 million dollars to a temple of god, called the Temple of Light, situated here
in Ananda Village. This is a beautiful temple where many come and feel inspired to live a life for
God. Joe Hunt also has helped fellow prison inmates, with appeal letters and counseling. And it
seems everyone who gets to know him likes and respects him.
I strongly believe that he deserves a chance in society; and he has a great big spiritual family of
Ananda worldwide to help and support him. Its clear to me that he has a good heart. And with
hundreds of people that want to support him, I think his integration back into society would be a
very positive thing. As we all know, we are greatly affected by who we surround ourselves with,
and this support for him would add an extra energy and reassurance for his starting a fresh,
healthy new life.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. Please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,
Shane Kenihan
14618 Tyler Foote Rd, #215
Nevada City, Ca 95959
530.786.2095
guruprem108@gmail.com

This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor’s Commutation Application
Arthur Wang
14618 Tyler Foote Road #219
Nevada City, CA 95959
August 21, 2020
To: Governor Gavin Newsom
Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR
I am writing to ask you to commute Joe Hunt’s sentence, to allow a parole board to consider him
for release from prison. While I have never met or spoken with Joe in person, I think of him as
an extended family member. My personal connection with him is through his sister Katherine
and brother-in-law Michael Olivier, with whom I am friends. I am also a member of the Ananda
church and see Joe as a fellow member through his faith, dedication and selfless gifts to our
community – most notably a $1 million gift to help build our Temple of Light at Ananda Village.
I am a monk and have lived at Ananda Village in Nevada City, California since 2014. I was born
in Cincinnati, moved to the Bay Area in 2005 to study computer science at Stanford, and upon
graduating in 2009, started as a software engineer at Cisco Systems in San Jose. You might say
that in this phase of life, I sought meaning and answers through the rigors of sciences and in the
promise of a successful and lucrative career. While that was all well and good, I always knew in
my heart that to live a happy, fulfilling life, I needed to have a strong foundation of love and
purpose that was expressed in the lives of such figures as Jesus Christ, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and perhaps an all too few saintly people (family friends and role models) I knew growing up.
I can say that I found a community of loving and purposeful people when I first attended
Ananda’s church in Palo Alto. Kindness and cooperation is a trademark of the people at Ananda,
and we are a community that sincerely cares for everyone’s well-being. Ananda Village consists
of about 250 residents with households spread across a few hundred acres. We are neighbors and
friends, and we live together on the basis of love and respect. When someone falls seriously ill,
he has 249 friends he can call on for emotional, spiritual and practical support. When a child is
born, or a couple is married, that joy is shared by the entire community. If someone needs help
finding a job, leadership works together to find a solution for the person at hand.
Many religions teach that life is sacred because we are each children of God, and are made in His
image. A teaching is one thing, but to live by it is another. At Ananda, we behold each other with
love because we are each beloved in the eyes of God.
Our response to coronavirus has been stellar. We are fortunate to live in an area with a low-case
rate and we have had no cases among our residents. When the virus started to spread in March,
the entire community recognized the need to stay ahead of the curve, and joined our efforts in
social distancing and wearing PPE, based on the successful measures that had been taken in
South Korea. We began receiving daily reports from an Ananda member who is a doctor,
minister and CEO of a local clinic, which have since been happening weekly. He does extensive
research on the latest news and best practices and led the implementation of our community
guidelines. Ananda is a worldwide work with thousands of members, mostly in the U.S., Europe
and India. We have a culture of being highly conscientious and responsible. Except in one

unfortunate case of a couple who were in Italy at the time of its initial outbreak, there have been
no cases of coronavirus reported among Ananda members throughout the world.
Joe’s story has been a focal point for us for many years now. Our hearts and prayers have been
with him through the years, but this campaign is our opportunity to offer our direct support for
his commutation. Love is a state of understanding and awareness, but it is also expressed through
acts of kindness and giving toward others. All accounts of Joe’s service to his fellow inmates
during his time in prison reflect an unconditional love that we should all seek to express. His gift
to the Temple of Light was truly a blessing. It is a place of pilgrimage and represents Ananda’s
mission to share light with a world that desperately needs it. Joe’s life has been a gift to many,
and for what he has given, he ought to receive the opportunity to seek release before a parole
board.
I understand you are working through many cases at this time. I wish you all the best in your
efforts at this busy and trying time. Please feel free to contact me if there is anything you would
like to discuss.
Sincerely,

Brahmachari Arthur Wang
530-955-0012
prashad@ananda.org

14618 Tyler Foote Road, Nevada City, CA 95959
jacqueline.debets@gmail.com
530-559-0539

August 21, 2020
Governor Gavin Newsom
cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR
Dear Governor Newsom,
I am writing to ask you to commute Joe Hunt’s sentence, to allow a parole board to consider him
for release from prison. I have read Joe’s story from both sides, and been inspired by his personal
rehabilitation while in prison. I know his family, and the ministers of our spiritual family, who have
also shared inspirational stories of Joe’s courage, compassion and caring shown to his fellow
inmates.
While I cannot pass judgment on the original charges, court proceedings, conviction or finding of
innocence in the trials, I believe in the sanctity of human life and the power of a person to choose
a peaceful path and to change themselves. Rehabilitation is a goal of our prison and criminal justice
system, though few incarcerated are rehabilitated. Only those individuals who choose a higher path,
and persevere despite the downward pull of unlawful habits around them, are able to truly change.
Joe Hunt has worked hard in prison to develop his highest nature, has helped fellow inmates with
health and legal issues, and raised money for his church. To uplift those around him with
compassion and spiritual inspiration, Joe Hunt co-founded the first men’s group, and maintained a
zero-violence record, while being incarcerated in some of the most dangerous prisons in California.
His actions put him in the top 1% of inmates.
No person should be locked up forever when they demonstrate excellent behavior that serves the
higher good of society. Excellent government leaders, like yourself, understand the cost and the
fiscal responsibility to California taxpayers of maintaining inmates, especially elderly ones. It
makes sense for all concerned to release an elderly inmate, who has demonstrated rehabilitation,
like Joe Hunt has. Indeed, it is a waste of taxpayer dollars to keep him incarcerated.
Joe recently developed cardiomyopathy and is at high-risk for COVID-19. Out of compassion, civic
and fiscal responsibility, I implore you to use the powers of your position as Governor to commute
his sentence. If Joe Hunt is released, he will be welcomed with love and support by our Ananda
spiritual community. Would you please give Joe a chance to be considered by the parole board for
release?
Thank you for your consideration. Please reach out to me, if you need to do so, for any reason.
Sincerely,

Jacqueline R. Debets

