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Via Montecchio, 61 
Nocera Umbra (PG) 
I-06025 Italia 
  
Regarding Joe Hunt, D-61683, Governor’s Commutation Application 
  
August 5, 2020 
  
Respected Governor Gavin Newsom 
Cc CC1 Maldonado, CDCR 
 
Dear Governor, 
 
My name is Arthur Lucki and I am writing for the freedom of Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation 
Application. 
 
I've lived most of my younger life in California and in 1974 moved to a spiritual nonsectarian community called 
Ananda. 
 
In 1985 I moved to Italy together with my wife to help found Ananda Europa, and promote the ideals of simple 
living and high thinking in Italy and Europe. I still live here and am part of a larger community, sharing these 
values with guests and resident members. 
 
I am currently and for the past 20 years have been the President of the non-profit Ananda Association for the 
Promotion of Social Welfare. 
 
I have never met Mr. Hunt, although I have many friends who I've known and trusted implicitly for  40 years 
that personally have visited him over many years, and have shared his life story with me. 
 
Usually one reads about these types of stories in the newspaper without having direct knowledge of the person 
and what he has done to help others in need. Joe Hunt is an outstanding example of a person who put aside his 
tragic circumstances in life to help others. During his 30-plus years in prison he has organized and helped 
innumerable other inmates to obtain their parole or release from prison. He also helped inmates spiritually by 
teaching meditation, sharing and living the 
ideals of non-violence and how to live in society by having a productive lifestyle. 
 
Joe Hunt has also helped other organizations and individuals not in prison to realize their goal of living a life 
free of constant stress, worry and anxiety. He has demonstrated for many years that he is the type of person this 
society sorely needs. 
 
Please give Joe Hunt your utmost consideration in releasing him from prison. He has many friends waiting to 
greet and support him in California. 
 
If you wish to contact me I am reachable by cell phone at (039) 393 965 0534 or 
arjuna@ananda,it. 
 
Thank you for your kind consideration, 

 
 
 

Arthur Louis Lucki, President 
Ananda Associazione, APS  
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Re: Joe Hunt, 0-61863, Governor's Commutation Application  

To: Governor Gavin Newsom 

Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR          August 11, 2020 

Dear Governor Newsom, 

My name is Badri Matlock and am family man, community manager, and dedicated spiritual seeker in Northern California. 

Despite the chaotic times we are in, I am confident and proud in our great Nation and State's commitment to 

freedom, justice, happiness and health for all. 

I am writing with deep concern about a man who I know well, albeit indirectly, to be a truly noble, inspirational and kind 

soul: Joe Hunt. Mr. Hunt is a dear friend and relative of many loved ones, and I implore you sincerely to consider his 

freedom from incarceration. 

For over thirty years, Joe Hunt has been not only a model inmate, but also a shining light among all who encounter him. His 

personal and legal counsel, spiritual support, generosity and kindness have touched literally thousands of people's lives 

from his prison cell. 

When Joe Hunt is released from prison there will be a tremendous rejoicing among so many family and friends; and 

besides living the remainder of his life in peace, 1 believe he will continue to touch so many, many people with his 

humble and inspiring character. This great man deserves to be free—please earnestly consider commuting his 

sentence. We await your response with full and open hearts. 

Sincerely, 

Badri Jordan Matlock 

 

Nevada City, CA 

530-464-5550 
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-51863, Governor's commutation Application

20715 Larch Way, #L
Lynnwood, WA 98036
8/LO/2a20

Governor Gavin Newsom
cc: CCL Maldonado, CDRC

I urge you to commute Joe Hunt's prison sentence so he may be considered for parole.

I am a minister of Ananda Church of Self-Realization of Seattle and have stayed updated about Joe
Hunt's situation through my friends and fellow ministers who have visited with him over the past
36 years.

Their verification of the depth of his spiritual progress and integrity of his character which includes
a steady positive attitude with great kindness towards others, has been a source of sustained
inspiration to me.

Testimonies and letters of appreciation from fellow inmates show how Joe has substantially helped
and counseled many individuals over the thirty plus years of his imprisonment. He cheerfully
employs his talents and skills to assist others in prison and inspire them with his peaceful and
mature example.

When released, Joe would be welcomed to our community where his own family resides and they
will provide for him both a home and employment. Upon his release and with his responsible,
generous nature, Joe will be able to apply his skills and energy to be of service to others.

I ask you to approve his application at this time.

You are welcome to contact me by phone at 206 - 618 - 747A or by
email carolebartcol@gmail.com

Sincerely,

0*Mt 8"r-'l'6v
Carole Bartoo
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863. Governor's Commutation Application 

August 7, 2020 

To: Governor Gavin Newsom 

cc: CCI Maldonado, CDCR 

Nocera Umbra, 09 August 2020 

Attention Governor Newsom, 

My name is Chiara Azzali and I live at the Ananda Assisi community in Italy. I work as a 
therapist/psychologist specializing in situations of traumatic origin through "Somatic 
Experiencing” and craniosacral technique. 

I heard about Joe Hunt at a community meeting where our spiritual directors and other ministers 
shared his story and related testimonies. I immediately felt admiration for this person, for his 
inner strength and his kindness. Joe not only found support and light for himself in the spiritual 
path, but he also began to share his understanding and to serve by helping others. This, in my 
opinion, is an indication of the changes he has undergone while incarcerated. 

I believe that a person like Joe Hunt is a positive example for many who face major challenges in 
their lives, that no matter how difficult our circumstances it is always possible to find God; it is 
always possible to live by expressing the best part of ourselves; it is always possible to choose 
and we can learn to choose for Good. I hope with all my heart that after living 35 years in prison, 
you will feel to free him to live a new reality. 

I was deeply moved to hear that in the Ananda Village community in California, they are ready to 
welcome him and are preparing a home for him and his family, Receiving the support of an entire 
community, with whom he shares the principles of living simply and with high ideals, will help in 
a transition as delicate as getting out of prison after so many years. I believe it can make a huge 
positive difference for him. 

For any question or clarification regarding this letter you can contact me at +39 347 0814209 or 
at Ghiarettaæali@hotmail.com , or find me at Vocabolo Maccantone, 43 06025 Nocera Umbra 
(PG) Italy. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 

Cordial greetings, 

Chiara Azzali 
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application. 
 
August 11, 2020 
 
To: Governor Gavin Newsom 
Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR 

My name is Chris Gorski and I have lived in a spiritual community called Ananda which is in 
Portland, Oregon for almost 10 years now. I believe that living a life of integrity and service to 
God and my fellow man is important. It is something that I have made my life’s work as a 
counselor and social worker. I have worked in various types of human service agencies serving 
humanity over the past 30 years.  

I learned of Joe Hunt through my association with Ananda. His situation and the many inspiring 
things he has done for his fellow man while in prison over the last 35 years has prompted me to 
write this letter. I feel that he has served his debt to society and can continue to do more good 
outside of prison then within its confines.  

Joe Hunt’s exemplary prison behavior record and assistance to other inmates in various ways 
through the men’s groups and legal help speaks volumes. I was a counselor in a juvenile 
detention facility for years and could only wish that we had people like Joe Hunt who does what 
he can to serve and help his fellow man who are serving time.  

If Joe is released from incarceration, he will continue to be a positive asset to society and his 
fellow man which our outside world desperately needs, especially now with all of the uncertainty 
and fear that everyone is experiencing. He would receive transitional assistance and be living at 
Ananda Village with his sister so he could receive all of the various types of support that he will 
need after 35 years of incarceration. 

I respectfully request that his sentence be commuted based on an exemplary 35 years of service 
and good behavior to his fellow man. 

If you would like to contact me feel free at chrisgorski2@gmail.com or 503-707-2389 

Sincerely and respectfully, 

 

 

 

Chris Gorski 

 

mailto:chrisgorski2@gmail.com
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application. 

To the honorable Governor of California:  Gavin Newsom, CC1 Maldonado, CDCR 

August 6 2020 

Dear Sir: 

My name is Jan Lotichius. I was born in Amsterdam, but for the past 30 years I have lived in Italy, 
where I serve as vice-president of Ananda Sangha Europa, an organization dedicated to sharing 
teachings of Self realization in body, mind and soul. We teach meditation, yoga and integrated 
spirituality and have been able, over the past decades, to serve people in all walks of life, 
professionally, socially, religiously. 

I am also the author of an Italian novel entitled Locus Iste.  

I have followed Joe Hunt’s work and service from prison mainly through my friends Jyotish and 
Devi Novak, who are presidents of the Ananda Sangha worldwide community of which I too am a 
part. These two friends and a few others who speak about Joe Hunt, I have known for a lifetime and 
my trust in them is unconditional. 

I have also followed Joe Hunt’s updates on the Internet. 

I am deeply grateful for what he has been able to do for other people, in and outside prison, and for 
the support he has given, both spiritual and financial, to Ananda worldwide, of which we are both a 
part.  

In July 2019 I was able to come to California to celebrate Ananda’s 50th anniversary and the 
dedication of a new “Temple of Light.” These celebrations were attended by thousands of people 
and they rank among the most precious and joyful experiences in my life. Only recently did I learn 
about Joe Hunt’s substantial fundraising efforts, contributing to the building of this beautiful new 
temple. 

We believe that no man can be defined by his errors, which are an inevitable part of human growth; 
that virtue helps man to emancipate his spirit, and that spiritually enlightened people are what 
society at large needs the most. 

I deeply feel that this is what Joe Hunt has been trying to accomplish over the past decades in 
prison, through his service and his meditations, and I earnestly plea with you to commute his 
sentence and to return him to the society which he is trying to serve.  

It will surely be an act of great compassion, towards Joe Hunt, his loved ones and all the people he 
has served, many of whom might not even know him. 

 
 
With kind regards, 

 

Jan Lotichius  
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This is regarding Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation 

Application. 
 
Dhruv Gupta       

Add: 50, Ishwar Nagar, Ground Floor,    
New Friends Colony East, 

Delhi-110065. India 
 
August 10, 2020 

 
To: Governor Gavin Newsom  

Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR 
 
My name is Dhruv Gupta. I’m a businessman in Noida, near Delhi, I own my 

own business, I’m a father and husband, and a member of Ananda Sangha 
in India. I learned about Joe Hunt from my Ananda friends Diana and 
Michael Taylor. They have been following Joe’s case for some time now, and 

they feel it’s not possible to be certain Joe is guilty.   
 

Joe has already spent 35 years of his life in prison, he came in when 24 
years old. Now he is a 60 year old with heart and health difficulties.  
 

I have also read about Joe Hunt’s case, and I was inspired with the accounts 
of how he has helped other inmates personally and with legal advice. Prison 

staff and counsellors have spoken highly of his calm and positive influence 
on those around him. For most of his time in prison he has kept up a daily 
practice of meditation that has given him this calmness. I practice the same 

type of meditation and can attest to its efficacy.  
 
From what my friends have told me and what I have read of Joe’s life, I am 

convinced that he has transformed himself and deserves to be released. He 
would be a positive force for good in society.  

 
If I can be of further help, please contact me: dhruv.01@outlook.com 
 

Thank you for your consideration of Joe’s freedom.  
Sincerely,         

 

 
 
Dhruv Gupta 
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application  

 

To: Governor Gavin Newsom  

Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR  

 

I am writing to ask you to commute Joe Hunt’s sentence, to allow a parole board to consider him for 
release from prison. While I do not know this man personally, I have looked over his case and do 
not believe justice was done. He has been found guilty and sentenced to a life sentence for the 
murder of Ron Levin, a known con artist, whose body was never found. 
 
In all likelihood, Ron Levin is probably still alive. There have been numerous witnesses who have 
claimed to see him in both LA and in Greece after his murder was thought to occur. Furthermore, 
prior to his disappearance, he had restructured his already-made bail arrangements to release his parents 
from liability, and asked one witness for information about Brazilian extradition treaties. There was also a 

purchase made using Levin's American Express card on the day after the murder was thought to have taken 
place, of fresh underwear from the Brooks Brothers store in Los Angeles, where Levin was known to shop. 
 

 
Considering the lack of a body and numerous eye witnesses claiming to have witnessed Levin alive after he 
was supposed to be dead, Joe Hunt seems to be innocent of this charge. Please give him the chance to be 
considered for parole board for release. He has already lost over three decades for a crime I don't believe he 
committed. Thank you. 
 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Date: 8/12/2020 

Printed Name: Erik Krueger 

Phone Number: 480-710-7920 

Email Address: erik.krueger01@gmail.com 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Express
mailto:erik.krueger01@gmail.com
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August 4,2020

GovemorNewsom

Re. Joe Hunt, D-61863, Govemor's Commutation Application

I am writing in support of a Commutation Application by Joe Hunt. This kind, gentle soul has

spent more than 36 years in prison. I understand that during his many years in prison, he has
been an exemplary prisoner who has provided much service to others.

A sentence of life without the possibility of parole is an exceptionally harsh punishment that
does not take into considemtion the human capacity for change. It also places a heavy burden on
society to support every person in prison who cannot work towards release.

Joe has the support of a large spiritual community to assist him in re-entry into the world if he
were to be released.

I understand that in addition to many letters of support from Joe's spiritual community, there
have also been many letters on his behalf from other prisoners, chaplains, and staff. This speaks

well of the man, and indicates how he has touched many lives in a positive way.

It is a very powerfi,rl position to be in to commute someone's sentence and allow them to return
to the community. I appeal to your sense of faimess and mercy in asking that you give serious
consideration to the commutation of Joe Hunt's sentence.

Thank you for your consideration,

?ratca-& ArJ*
Frances Carter, M.S.W.
mpele@hotmail.com
9t6.247.4052
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