
This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's commutation Application

20715 Larch Way #2
Lynnwood, WA 98036
August 5,2020

To: Governor Gavin Newsom
cc: CCL Maldonado, CDCR

Dear Sirs:

My name is Catharine Steenstra, and I am a retired private school director and a minister with
Ananda here in Washington, where I live at the Ananda Community in Lynnwood which I helped to
establish 28 years ago.

Although ldo not personally knowJoe Hunt, lhave heard about him from various friends of
Ananda. All have spoken very highly of him. For many years, we have prayed for Joe and have
followed his situation. I learned about his amazing courage in prison, the legal abilities he gained
through studying and then helping many other prisoners, his spiritual goals of meditation and
prayer which he has embraced completely and practices despite the difficulties of being in prison.

Our spiritual teachings show that everyone is a child of God, and everyone has the potential to
express their God-like qualities. Joe is certainly one who has learned this to a great extent. The
letters written about him, and the comments I have heard from friends who do know him. show
that he practices many important qualities such as kindness, helping others, honesty, compassion,
motivation to better himself, ability to make things happen while even being in prison, forgiveness
and a loving heart.

I see him as a great asset to society, once he is free. I would be very grateful for his release. I hope
that I will be able to meet him in the near future and to thank him for the inspiration and hope he
has inspired in many of us here at Ananda Washington.

Thank you for your consideration. I would be happy to talk further about my feelings for Joe
anytime. I can be contacted at425-329-9689 or at nivritti@anandawa.org.

Sincerely,

Catharine Steenstra
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application. 
 
August 13, 2020 
 
To: Governor Gavin Newsom 
Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR 
 
My name is Peggy Baat.  I am a retired teacher, former Vista Volunteer (Domestic Peace Corp), serving in 
the Navaho Nation.  I stayed on after my service to teach on the reservation for another nine years. I am 
a third generation Californian, one set of my grandparents met in a soup line after the 1906 earthquake 
in San Francisco. My father, Jack Baat, was a night school instructor, U.S. History, at San Quentin Prison 
in the 1950’s. I recall his stories of how some prisoners tried to improve themselves while serving their 
time.  One student, was researching and hoping to find the Lost Dutchman Mine in Arizona on his 
release. I learned early on that prison can make or break a person depending on how they respond to 
incarceration. 
 
I think Joe Hunt is a prime example of growth, self improvement and helping others while incarcerated. 
I’ve known about Joe Hunt’s story for a long time.  I do not know him personally, I’ve come to know 
about his life through my affiliation with the Ananda Community. I have been impressed by what Joe 
had done while in prison. Joe took the bull by the horns and grew himself and others and continues to 
do so.  He didn’t give into bitterness and anger but used it as an opportunity to grow.  Joe Hunt 
embodies the fortitude and inspiration under very trying circumstances.  He is to be commended and 
released! 
 
Joe Hunt is one of the most inspiring stories to come out of the California Prison system. He has served 
his time and deserves to be released!  He has gone above and beyond what is expected of a prisoner.  
When Joe is released, I’m certain he will continue to serve others and be an asset to his community.  It’s 
time for mercy and release. I pray that it is so. 
 
I welcome any further correspondence. if there are questions or concerns re: this letter, I can be 
reached at 408-896-1622 or pbaat@icloud.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Peggy Baat 
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application. 

 
August 12, 2020 

 

Governor Gavin Newsome 

CC: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR 

 

 My name is George Robert Beinhorn. I am 78 years old 

and have worked for 48 years as a writer and editor for clients in 

technology, business, academia, and publishing. I am a monastic 

member of the Nayaswami Order. It has been my lifelong 

experience that what people are seeking in their lives is happiness 

and freedom from suffering. I have observed that these come 

through personal expansion at the levels of body, heart, will, mind, 

and soul. In other words, by those actions, thoughts, and feelings 

that promote health, love, strength, wisdom, and joy. 

 

 While I have not met Joe Hunt (Jairam) personally, I have 

closely followed his case for at least fifteen years through the 

writings of people with whom I have been intimately acquainted, 

many for more than forty years. And because they are without 

exception people of impeccable integrity and character whose words ring with truth, I heartily and 

unreservedly lend my support to the cause of commuting Jairam’s sentence. 

 

 I am grateful to Jairam for the profound inspiration of his example. I can only aspire to achieve 

the inner strength, the selfless service, the courage and good spirits, and the seamless integrity of this 

great soul, and I look forward eagerly to the privilege of shaking his hand someday. 

 

 Jairam has abundantly demonstrated during his years of imprisonment that he possesses the 

expansive personal qualities that I refer to above. Through his service to those both within and outside 

prison walls, he has shown that he is, in the words of the Navaho culture, a “valuable person” who not 

only deserves to be allowed re-enter society but would unquestionably enrich it. He has served as a model 

prisoner whose influence for good among the incarcerated population has been incalculable; and he has 

served those outside as a counselor and financial adviser of great practical wisdom and insight. 

 

 There can be no question whatever but that Jairam would immediately be employed and 

comprehensively supported, financially and in any other conceivable practical ways, by his family and his 

hundreds of friends within the world of the Ananda communities worldwide. That he would become a 

burden on society, or on the already strained social support infrastructure is laughable! I and countless 

others of my acquaintance would eagerly take him into our homes, if such a need were to arise. 

 

 I can be reached at: 

 

George Beinhorn 

Ananda Community of Mountain View 

240 Monroe Drive #216 

Mountain View, CA 94040 

gbeinhorn@gmail.com  

(650) 215-0055 (cell) 

 

Very Truly Yours, 

 

 

mailto:gbeinhorn@gmail.com
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation AppHcation

2A7LS Larch Way, #26

Lynnwood, WA 98036

813/2020

Governor Gavin Newsom

cc: CCL Maldonado, CDCR

I am member and ordained minister of the Ananda Church of Self-Realization of Seattle. tt is through
Ananda leaders and ministers that I know of Joe Hunt.

While I have personally never met Joe Hunt, I do know many of the Ananda ministers who wrote letters
to Governor Jerry Brown supporting Joe's commutation application in 2A17. Without exception, I know
them to be perceptive individuals whose lives demonstrate their firm commitment to integrity and
truth.

But they were not the only ones writing in support of Joe's application in 2017 . Many others wrote too,
including fellow inmates, attorneys, paralegals, Joe's family, and families of fellow inmates.

Their letters testified to the remarkable qualities of Joe Hunt, who despite some 30 years in prison
retains an energetic and positive outlook, and who devotes his energy and skills to serving those around
him.

I was particularly impressed with letters from fellow inmates, some serving LWOP, who testified that
they had begun to change their own lives for the better through their contact with Joe.

Joe's ongoing commitment to his spiritual practices and meditation is an inspiration to me and to many
members of Ananda, of which he is a long-time member and which he actively supports.

Through this commitment, and to serving those around him with practical help and by the example of
his own life, Joe Hunt demonstrates rnaturity and the positive qualities of one who would be an asset to
society at large.

Joe's family has offered to support and employ him on his release. Joe Hunt's demonstrated abilities
and skills would make him a valued and contributing member of society, and I urge you to approve his

application.

Please feel free to contact me by phone at 206-557-8621, or by email rick.iohnston@frontier.com

Sincerely,

.l{', " 4

Rick Johrc{on
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation 
Application 

 
 

Sonal Dhir, 
I – 117, LAJPAT NAGAR 1        

NEW DELHI, INDIA 
110024 

 
August 12, 2020 

 
To: Governor Gavin Newsom  

cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR 
 

Dear Sirs, 

 
I write this letter to support Joe Hunt’s freedom from prison.  

 
My name is Sonal Dhir. I am a Corporate Social Responsibility 

professional working for Adobe Inc, at its Indian subsidiary at Noida, 
India. I serve the ‘Brand Purpose’ team and my personal & professional 

aim is to drive social equity, by empowering employees to do social good 
by volunteering and creating lasting social impact. I was also a former 

honorary board member on the International Human Rights Organization 
(IHRO), India, which is an international non-profit that strives to uphold 

human rights of all planetary citizens, as members of one universal 
family.  

 
I practice meditation which I learned from Ananda Sangha Delhi. My 

teachers there, Michael and Diana Taylor. I am acquainted with Joe Hunt 

through our community. I have also heard John and Phyllis Novak, the 
spiritual directors of Ananda in California, speak of Joe with admiration 

and respect. They all support Joe being released from prison. I’ve known 
and trusted them, and trust them also in this instance.  

 
I haven’t personally met Joe, but even being informed on his life journey 

and all he has done to create a heaven of peace that is both internal, and 
also raise grants to provide seed funding for the ‘Temple of Light’ at 

Ananda, California – is phenomenal. Only a person of high ethics and 
moral and spiritual stature is capable of such redeeming good. 

 
Following the thread upon Joe’s false implication and imprisonment for 

almost three decades, one cannot help but be inspired of the fortitude 
that Joe has presented. He also formed the first Men’s Group in the prison 

premises, and it is beyond doubt that he is a role-model for all inmates 

already. 
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In 2020 when Joe enters the 60th year of his life, after spending the years 
of youth where he could flourish in the freedom of outside world, I think 

the time is ripe for the legal jurisdiction to make amends and honor Joe 
with freedom to spend his last decades in honourable living.  

 
On the Hindu spiritual path, to stay away from the world in seclusion or 

self-imposed solitude is called Tapasya (Penance). It is not for any worldly 
crimes, but rather to renounce shallow wordly distractions to grow in 

likeness of the Higher Power in virtue. Perhaps Joe’s journey was such in 
which destiny allowed this Tapasya, through which he could shine the 

gold of his ‘soul’. But now after long arduous years, I am confident that a 
full life is what he definitely deserves. 

 
Joe also has his sister Katherine and her husband Oliver living at the 

Ananda Spiritual Community. After his release, they and a sprawling 

family of spiritual brothers and sisters would be looking forward to have 
Joe help with many projects that need attention at the community. Joe’s 

mastermind and impeccable directives on execution of projects, can do 
much after he resumes a normal life. The community and society at-large 

are sure to witness social good that Joe can usher through his 
contributions. 

 
Therefore, with this letter I give testimony to Joe Hunt’s confirmed 

toweringly exceptional conduct and full support to his release, as soon as 
possible. This also becomes eminent in light of recent health concerns 

that he has endured. I am sure that the State of California finds merit in 
this request. 

 
 

Please reach out if I can be of help: sonelle77d@gmail.com ; +91 813 

0171117 
 

Thank you for reading this.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
Sonal Dhir 

mailto:sonelle77d@gmail.com
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application  
 

August 13, 2020 

 

To: Governor Gavin Newsom 

Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR 

 

 

My name is Susan McGinnis, and I am a minister and meditation teacher at Ananda Meditation 

Retreat in the beautiful foothills outside of Nevada City. We are a part of Ananda, a worldwide 

community of yoga practitioners that has been in existence for over 50 years. 

 

I first became aware of Joe Hunt from Ananda ministers who have visited him regularly and gotten to 

know him well over many years.  Joe has become a sincere and dedicated practitioner of meditation 

in a difficult environment, and has gone on to be a mentor to others. His attitude of calmness in the 

face of injustice is an inspiration to me- and to hundreds of people in our communities worldwide. 

 

Joe has used his time behind bars constructively, acquiring legal training- and using that training to 

help other inmates. He has been a force for peace in tense prison environments, and helped to found 

the first men’s group in a California prison.  

 

Joe has received letters of recommendation from prison officials recognizing his exemplary character 

as an inmate: his genuine caring for others, his dedication to truth and inner reform, and his positive 

influence on those around him.  

 

Joe has had a positive impact on his environment in prison, and I believe he would do the same if he 

were released. I know he would be welcomed as part of the Ananda communities, and receive strong 

community support. 

Joe was incarcerated in his early twenties, and after 35 years of exemplary conduct as an inmate, is 

now 60 years old and suffering from health issues. Joe is a rehabilitated, elderly inmate with strong 

community backing. 

I respectfully ask that you commute his Life-Without-Parole sentence so that he can have a hearing 

before the parole board. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. I can be reached via the below contact information if you 

need to do so for any reason. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Susan McGinnis 

14618 Tyler Foote Rd #29,  

Nevada City, CA 95959 

 

530-478-7557  
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor’s Commutation Application 

 

August 14, 2020 

 

To: Governor Gavin Newsom 

Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR 

 

Dear Governor Newsom, 

My name is Vineet Desai and I am writing this letter in regards to Joe Hunt, D-61863. 

 

I have heard wonderful things about Joe Hunt, his character, and what a positive soul he 

is from sources and people who have been really inspiring and have been able to help 

people around the world in order to bring peace, happiness in their lives and thereby 

uplifting this world. 

 

I hear that Joe Hunt has served over 35 years in prison. All these years he has proved that he 

can be a beneficial, uplifting member of the society. I am sure he has learned from the 

mistakes that he has made in the past. 

 

Everyone should be given an opportunity to live a better life, especially if one is fit and 

willing to do so. And I believe that learning from our mistakes is the highest way to reform 

ourselves and our lives, and the society as well. 

 
Requesting you to please consider his release. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VINEET DESAI. 
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Regarding Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor’s Commutation Application 
 
August 11, 2020 
 
 
To 
 
The Governor Gavin Newsom  Cc: CCI Maldonado, CDCR 
 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
My name is Virender Parkash, a disciple of Gurudeva Paramhansa Yogananda.  This is regarding Joe 
Hunt, D-61863, Governor’s Commutation Application. 
 
I am living in India and follow the principles of Ananda Sangha ( Ananda Church of Self-realization).  
Ananda Sangha is based on the spiritual teachings of Gurudeva Paramhansa Yogananda and Swami 
Kriyananda.  Joe Hunt is my Gurubhai, having same Gurudeva (Master). 
 
So far I have never met Joe Hunt personally but my Spiritual Directors,  
Acharyas (teachers) and Gurubhais, who have met him, pay highest regard to him. 
My own life is entirely changed by the teachings and guidance of all the Spiritual Directors, Acharyas 
and Gurubhais of Ananda Sangha.  Therefore, I fully trust the integrity of their testimonials of Joe 
Hunt. 
 
I believe that he was convicted the punishment based on the witnesses.  But sometimes, things seen 
by the naked eyes and listened by the open ears comes out to be untrue. It is learnt that he has spent 
more than 35 years in prison and his behaviour and attitude is positive towards all whether inside the 
prison or outside it.  The very purpose of jail is to reform and learn from the errors one has made. 
Knowing the details of Joe Hunt, I am of the firm opinion that he may be of a great help for the society 
and our Ananda Sangha as he has been internally totally transformed. 
 
Now, I request your honour to kindly consider my application sympathetically and arrange to release 
Joe Hunt at the earliest. 
 
 
Love and Regards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VIRENDER PARKASH 
 
 

anakir
Rectangle



anakir
Rectangle

anakir
Rectangle

anakir
Rectangle



anakir
Rectangle

anakir
Rectangle

anakir
Rectangle




