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Assisi [taly - August 9th 2020
In regard to Joe Hunt's, D-61863 and Gove »1or s Commutation Application

Dear Governor Gavin Newsom cc CC1 Maldonado, CDCR,

My name is Lorenzo Ramadoro, I Live in the Community of Ananda Assisi where I
serve now for ihree years. Through friends of the community in California [ have come
to know Mr Hunt's story Of his generous actions ancd ways that he has had versus
inmates and companions of prison It seems he has demonstrated much will power to
study law and I imagine this has help d him understand deeply his case and his
responsibility

[ ask you to consider his plea and help him start a new lif

Thank you Gove 10 for your attention
Best regards
Lorenzo Ramado "o

-

L

by
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Regarding Joe Hunt, D-61683, Governor’'s Commutation Application
August 9, 2020

Respected Governor Gavin Newsom

Cc: CC1 Matdonado, CDCR

Dear Sirs,

My name’s Paola Lavermicocca and | live in Italy near Assisi. I've been teaching English in
the school of two jails in Umbria, and after taking a diploma as Yoga teacher in 2010 I've
started the project of teaching Yoga to the women in the jail of Perugia. Now a friend of
mine is carrying on teaching meditation in the same jail.

Watching the movie "Doing time, doing Vipassana” about the introduction of meditation in
an Indian jail in New Delhi, | was very touched by the intense and moving change that
happened to the prisoners that took part in the program. But it was only after reading about
Joe Hunt's story that | could have a real-life example of someone who has really done this.
The moving letters of his companions witness that through his steadfast commitment to the
practice of yoga, pranayama and meditation he was able to help not only himself but many
others to overcome many troubles, giving them support and counseling, sharing the
teachings and the practices that can bring peace, wisdom and light even in the darkness of
their condition, becoming a true example of love and compassion, serving his fellow inmates
and supporting his Church in many social projects.

That's why I would encourage you to consider the possibility to release him now after so
many years of exemplary conduct in prison, so that he can continue in the last years of his
life to give an even greater contribution to the society at large with his powerful testimony
that hope and transformation are possible even in the most terrible conditions.

So your act of compassion will touch and positively transform many lives.
Trusting in your understanding and wise deliberation,

Yours faithfully,

Prof. Paola Lavermicocca y
E 2 -~

\
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application.
August 13, 2020

To: Governor Gavin Newsom
Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

My name is Peggy Baat. | am a retired teacher, former Vista Volunteer (Domestic Peace Corp), serving in
the Navaho Nation. | stayed on after my service to teach on the reservation for another nine years. | am
a third generation Californian, one set of my grandparents met in a soup line after the 1906 earthquake
in San Francisco. My father, Jack Baat, was a night school instructor, U.S. History, at San Quentin Prison
in the 1950’s. | recall his stories of how some prisoners tried to improve themselves while serving their
time. One student, was researching and hoping to find the Lost Dutchman Mine in Arizona on his
release. | learned early on that prison can make or break a person depending on how they respond to
incarceration.

| think Joe Hunt is a prime example of growth, self improvement and helping others while incarcerated.
I’ve known about Joe Hunt’s story for a long time. | do not know him personally, I've come to know
about his life through my affiliation with the Ananda Community. | have been impressed by what Joe
had done while in prison. Joe took the bull by the horns and grew himself and others and continues to
do so. He didn’t give into bitterness and anger but used it as an opportunity to grow. Joe Hunt
embodies the fortitude and inspiration under very trying circumstances. He is to be commended and
released!

Joe Hunt is one of the most inspiring stories to come out of the California Prison system. He has served
his time and deserves to be released! He has gone above and beyond what is expected of a prisoner.
When Joe is released, I'm certain he will continue to serve others and be an asset to his community. It's
time for mercy and release. | pray that it is so.

| welcome any further correspondence. if there are questions or concerns re: this letter, | can be
reached at ¢

Sincerely,

Peggy Baat
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application.
August 12, 2020

Governor Gavin Newsome
CC: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

My name is George Robert Beinhorn. I am 78 years old
and have worked for 48 years as a writer and editor for clients in
technology, business, academia, and publishing. I am a monastic
member of the Nayaswami Order. It has been my lifelong
experience that what people are seeking in their lives is happiness
and freedom from suffering. I have observed that these come
through personal expansion at the levels of body, heart, will, mind,
and soul. In other words, by those actions, thoughts, and feelings
that promote health, love, strength, wisdom, and joy.

While I have not met Joe Hunt (Jairam) personally, [ have
closely followed his case for at least fifteen years through the
writings of people with whom I have been intimately acquainted,
many for more than forty years. And because they are without
exception people of impeccable integrity and character whose words ring with truth, I heartily and
unreservedly lend my support to the cause of commuting Jairam’s sentence.

I am grateful to Jairam for the profound inspiration of his example. I can only aspire to achieve
the inner strength, the selfless service, the courage and good spirits, and the seamless integrity of this
great soul, and I look forward eagerly to the privilege of shaking his hand someday.

Jairam has abundantly demonstrated during his years of imprisonment that he possesses the
expansive personal qualities that I refer to above. Through his service to those both within and outside
prison walls, he has shown that he is, in the words of the Navaho culture, a “valuable person” who not
only deserves to be allowed re-enter society but would unquestionably enrich it. He has served as a model
prisoner whose influence for good among the incarcerated population has been incalculable; and he has
served those outside as a counselor and financial adviser of great practical wisdom and insight.

There can be no question whatever but that Jairam would immediately be employed and
comprehensively supported, financially and in any other conceivable practical ways, by his family and his
hundreds of friends within the world of the Ananda communities worldwide. That he would become a
burden on society, or on the already strained social support infrastructure is laughable! I and countless
others of my acquaintance would eagerly take him into our homes, if such a need were to arise.

I can be reached at:

George Beinhorn
Ananda Community of Mountain View

)

~ v = N)

Very Truly Yours,


mailto:gbeinhorn@gmail.com
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This is regards to Joe Hunt - D 61863, Governor’'s Commutation
Application

Association Ananda Assisi

Italy, 7/8/2020

Dear Sir,

My Name is Sara Rizzardini; I 1live 1in one of the many Ananda
communities around the world, in Assisi, Italy.

I moved to live in this reality in 2006. In these years I have
had the opportunity to meet many people who have made the same
life choice as mine; 1living this reality daily, maintaining
relationships with many people, even if distant, but united in the
values of truth and loyalty towards life and humanity.

I have such a conviction motivated by common values in the supreme
law of truth that even if honestly I do not know personally Joe
Hunt I feel to write. I have heard so many stories about what a
great example he is for all of us and for the whole world, showing
the courage to accept the misunderstanding - the imperfection in
the human - to go further towards the Divine by discovering the
real truth; that even though he may be incarcerated he cannot be
truly imprisoned!

For me he 1is an example of great perseverance, compassion; living
life gloriously touching the true meaning, regardless of the
external vicissitudes.

I pray to God and his Divine law that Joe Hunt can expand this
extraordinary 1life of his by becoming a point of hope and
reference for many people. And who knows, I hope one day to be
able to see him and get to know him personally perhaps by inviting
him here to Assisi.. and show him a part of the big family that he
is a part of.

God knows our hearts and whispers to our consciences, may we be
open to his whisper!

Immensely grateful for your taking the time to read this letter,

Best Regards,

Sara Rizzardini
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August, 3 2020
Assisi, Italy
Governor Gavin Newsom

cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application.

Eminent Governor Gavin Newsom,

my name is Chiara Galletti, 37 years old, living in Ananda Assisi Community,
Italy. I am a devotee of Ananda Church from 18 years and I know how
many important is to have faith. It is not easy to accept daily life without the
faith in God. How we can face up to every single aspect in our life in the
best way for every one around us without faith in God?

In Ananda Assisi Community I am the director of fundraising and I create from
my own this new department on the community administrative structure.

I never met Joe Hunt and I read nothing about him before now, except for his
generous heart during the building of the Temple of Light at Ananda
Village, a very strong temple to cultivate love for God, for others and for
ourself.

I am writing this letter to support Joe Hunt’s release because I know the
importance of indulgence, especially for a good man. I know that to be
compassionate is the way to be free, for those who received it and
especially for those who give it. Our society needs an example of
compassion and indulgence.

He will be welcome back with love from his family and from his church and I
think that he could be an example of peace , acceptance and forgiveness, for
every person he will meet.

Best regards



Chiara Gﬁletti N\
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation
Application

Sonal Dhir,
|
I

August 12, 2020

To: Governor Gavin Newsom
cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

Dear Sirs,
I write this letter to support Joe Hunt's freedom from prison.

My name is Sonal Dhir. | am a Corporate Social Responsibility
professional working for Adobe Inc, at its Indian subsidiary at Noida,
India. I serve the ‘Brand Purpose’ team and my personal & professional
aim is to drive social equity, by empowering employees to do social good
by volunteering and creating lasting social impact. | was also a former
honorary board member on the International Human Rights Organization
(IHRO), India, which is an international non-profit that strives to uphold
human rights of all planetary citizens, as members of one universal
family.

I practice meditation which | learned from Ananda Sangha Delhi. My
teachers there, Michael and Diana Taylor. I am acquainted with Joe Hunt
through our community. | have also heard John and Phyllis Novak, the
spiritual directors of Ananda in California, speak of Joe with admiration
and respect. They all support Joe being released from prison. I've known
and trusted them, and trust them also in this instance.

I haven't personally met Joe, but even being informed on his life journey
and all he has done to create a heaven of peace that is both internal, and
also raise grants to provide seed funding for the ‘Temple of Light’ at
Ananda, California — is phenomenal. Only a person of high ethics and
moral and spiritual stature is capable of such redeeming good.

Following the thread upon Joe’s false implication and imprisonment for
almost three decades, one cannot help but be inspired of the fortitude
that Joe has presented. He also formed the first Men’s Group in the prison
premises, and it is beyond doubt that he is a role-model for all inmates
already.
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In 2020 when Joe enters the 60 year of his life, after spending the years
of youth where he could flourish in the freedom of outside world, | think
the time is ripe for the legal jurisdiction to make amends and honor Joe
with freedom to spend his last decades in honourable living.

On the Hindu spiritual path, to stay away from the world in seclusion or
self-imposed solitude is called Tapasya (Penance). It is not for any worldly
crimes, but rather to renounce shallow wordly distractions to grow in
likeness of the Higher Power in virtue. Perhaps Joe’s journey was such in
which destiny allowed this Tapasya, through which he could shine the
gold of his ‘soul’. But now after long arduous years, | am confident that a
full life is what he definitely deserves.

Joe also has his sister Katherine and her husband Oliver living at the
Ananda Spiritual Community. After his release, they and a sprawling
family of spiritual brothers and sisters would be looking forward to have
Joe help with many projects that need attention at the community. Joe’s
mastermind and impeccable directives on execution of projects, can do
much after he resumes a normal life. The community and society at-large
are sure to witness social good that Joe can usher through his
contributions.

Therefore, with this letter | give testimony to Joe Hunt’s confirmed
toweringly exceptional conduct and full support to his release, as soon as
possible. This also becomes eminent in light of recent health concerns
that he has endured. | am sure that the State of California finds merit in
this request.

|—
L

Please reach out if I can be of help: :
(

Thank you for reading this.

Sincerely,

Sonal Dhir


mailto:sonelle77d@gmail.com
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Assisi, Italy - August 2nd 2020

This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, and Governor’s Commutation Application.

Dear Governor Gavin Newsom cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

My name is Stefania D’Amato, [ am Italian and live in the Ananda Community.I am a
high school philosophy teacher for 27 years.

[ came to know Joe’s case through the testimony of friends that know him. [ admire
Joe's constant tenacity of embracing a serious meditation practice for many years
now. It is not easy in his situation to find positive energy to study and create a life
inside the bars of the detention reality.

I support his petition to open his case to evaluation because I strongly believe his
determination can be a new possible life. And I think Joe can make use to the best of
such an opportunity.

Thank you for your attention

Stefania D’Amato — Vi it ool

(4
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application
August 13, 2020

To: Governor Gavin Newsom
Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

My name 1s Susan McGinnis, and I am a minister and meditation teacher at Ananda Meditation
Retreat in the beautiful foothills outside of Nevada City. We are a part of Ananda, a worldwide
community of yoga practitioners that has been n existence for over 50 years.

I first became aware of Joe Hunt from Ananda ministers who have visited him regularly and gotten to
know him well over many years. Joe has become a sincere and dedicated practiioner of meditation
i a difficult environment, and has gone on to be a mentor to others. His attitude of calmness in the
face of injustice 1s an inspiration to me- and to hundreds of people in our communities worldwide.

Joe has used his ime behind bars constructively, acquiring legal training- and using that training to
help other inmates. He has been a force for peace in tense prison environments, and helped to found
the first men’s group in a California prison.

Joe has received letters of recommendation from prison officials recognizing his exemplary character
as an inmate: his genuine caring for others, his dedication to truth and mner reform, and his positive
mfluence on those around him.

Joe has had a positive impact on his environment in prison, and I believe he would do the same 1if he
were released. I know he would be welcomed as part of the Ananda communities, and receive strong
community support.

Joe was incarcerated i his early twenties, and after 35 years of exemplary conduct as an inmate, 1s
now 60 years old and suffering from health issues. Joe 1s a rehabilitated, elderly inmate with strong

community backing.

I respectfully ask that you commute his Life-Without-Parole sentence so that he can have a hearing
before the parole board.

Thank you for your kind consideration. I can be reached via the below contact information if you
need to do so for any reason.

Sincerely,

Susan McGinnis

!
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application

August 14, 2020

To: Governor Gavin Newsom
Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

Dear Governor Newsom,

My name is Vineet Desai and | am writing this letter in regards to Joe Hunt, D-61863.

| have heard wonderful things about Joe Hunt, his character, and what a positive soul he
is from sources and people who have been really inspiring and have been able to help
people around the world in order to bring peace, happiness in their lives and thereby
uplifting this world.

| hear that Joe Hunt has served over 35 years in prison. All these years he has proved that he
can be a beneficial, uplifting member of the society. | am sure he has learned from the
mistakes that he has made in the past.

Everyone should be given an opportunity to live a better life, especially if one is fit and

willing to do so. And | believe that learning from our mistakes is the highest way to reform
ourselves and our lives, and the society as well.

Requesting you to please consider his release.

Sincerely,

VINEET DESAL.
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Regarding Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor’s Commutation Application

August 11, 2020

To

The Governor Gavin Newsom Cc: CCI Maldonado, CDCR

Dear Sirs,

My name is Virender Parkash, a disciple of Gurudeva Paramhansa Yogananda. This is regarding Joe
Hunt, D-61863, Governor’s Commutation Application.

I'am living in India and follow the principles of Ananda Sangha ( Ananda Church of Self-realization).
Ananda Sangha is based on the spiritual teachings of Gurudeva Paramhansa Yogananda and Swami
Kriyananda. Joe Hunt is my Gurubhai, having same Gurudeva (Master).

So far I have never met Joe Hunt personally but my Spiritual Directors,
Acharyas (teachers) and Gurubhais, who have met him, pay highest regard to him.

My own life is entirely changed by the teachings and guidance of all the Spiritual Directors, Acharyas
and Gurubhais of Ananda Sangha. Therefore, I fully trust the integrity of their testimonials of Joe
Hunt.

I believe that he was convicted the punishment based on the witnesses. But sometimes, things seen
by the naked eyes and listened by the open ears comes out to be untrue. It is learnt that he has spent
more than 35 years in prison and his behaviour and attitude is positive towards all whether inside the
prison or outside it. The very purpose of jail is to reform and learn from the errors one has made.
Knowing the details of Joe Hunt, I am of the firm opinion that he may be of a great help for the society
and our Ananda Sangha as he has been internally totally transformed.

Now, I request your honour to kindly consider my application sympathetically and arrange to release

Joe Hunt at the earliest.

Love and Regards

VIRENDER PARKASH
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Assisi, ltaly - August.1.2020
This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, and Governor's Commutation Application.
Dear Gavernor Gavin Newsom cc; CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

My name is Zandra Mantilla, | am the director of Education for Life italy, a worldwide educational project. My profession is
Clinical Art therapist and | am president of Educare alla Vita Non Profit Association.

| came to know loe's case through the testimony of others, | learned from friends about his generous capacity that has
manifested in these long years. The fact that he has transformed such a difficult situation into an opportunity of growth has
always filled my heart with admiration.

| can imagine Governor, that many things have to be taken into consideration. Listening to videos on his case and reading
letters of inmates. | feel this man was so young, ambitious and immature, taken by a world of materialistic temptation. It is
difficult to know if he is responsible or not for the murders of two men, we do know he has served more than 35 years as if
he was guilty. During that time in such place, he has done good, created significant, positive relationships, demonstrating
today maturity, good will and many powerful and positive qualities. Very few are saints, but we are all in the process of
becoming the best we can be. We learn by making errors, by falling, and standing up again, thereby learning and growing as
human beings. This for me is important.

Another consideration may be Joe's future life, | must say that fiving at Ananda for six years now | can imagine the
Community would be a friendly and familiar environment that would embrace loe's needs and wellbeing. Ananda is a
fellowship that embraces the concepts of simple living and high thinking. Joe has already taken many steps that make him
an active part of this beautiful reality and from what | know he would want to live at Ananda Village. Interesting to think, how
he started out in his twenties and his choice today of being part of such a humble and simple reality, this is for me an
evident sign of where this man is today. Joe today has a loving community that can help him go foreword in his life making
possible this new constructive process.

I support his petition for Commutation of his case because | believe he is a man of strength like many in the world. | believe
these 35 years have not been useiess but have given Joe a positive direction for his energy. This is precious and by his
faith, meditation and the spiritual lifestyle he has chosen to live, this is a fact.

Thank you for your kind attention and important service

Zafidra Mantilla /
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