
This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's commutation Application

20715 Larch Way #2
Lynnwood, WA 98036
August 5,2020

To: Governor Gavin Newsom
cc: CCL Maldonado, CDCR

Dear Sirs:

My name is Catharine Steenstra, and I am a retired private school director and a minister with
Ananda here in Washington, where I live at the Ananda Community in Lynnwood which I helped to
establish 28 years ago.

Although ldo not personally knowJoe Hunt, lhave heard about him from various friends of
Ananda. All have spoken very highly of him. For many years, we have prayed for Joe and have
followed his situation. I learned about his amazing courage in prison, the legal abilities he gained
through studying and then helping many other prisoners, his spiritual goals of meditation and
prayer which he has embraced completely and practices despite the difficulties of being in prison.

Our spiritual teachings show that everyone is a child of God, and everyone has the potential to
express their God-like qualities. Joe is certainly one who has learned this to a great extent. The
letters written about him, and the comments I have heard from friends who do know him. show
that he practices many important qualities such as kindness, helping others, honesty, compassion,
motivation to better himself, ability to make things happen while even being in prison, forgiveness
and a loving heart.

I see him as a great asset to society, once he is free. I would be very grateful for his release. I hope
that I will be able to meet him in the near future and to thank him for the inspiration and hope he
has inspired in many of us here at Ananda Washington.

Thank you for your consideration. I would be happy to talk further about my feelings for Joe
anytime. I can be contacted at425-329-9689 or at nivritti@anandawa.org.

Sincerely,

Catharine Steenstra
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation AppHcation

2A7LS Larch Way, #26

Lynnwood, WA 98036

813/2020

Governor Gavin Newsom

cc: CCL Maldonado, CDCR

I am member and ordained minister of the Ananda Church of Self-Realization of Seattle. tt is through
Ananda leaders and ministers that I know of Joe Hunt.

While I have personally never met Joe Hunt, I do know many of the Ananda ministers who wrote letters
to Governor Jerry Brown supporting Joe's commutation application in 2A17. Without exception, I know
them to be perceptive individuals whose lives demonstrate their firm commitment to integrity and
truth.

But they were not the only ones writing in support of Joe's application in 2017 . Many others wrote too,
including fellow inmates, attorneys, paralegals, Joe's family, and families of fellow inmates.

Their letters testified to the remarkable qualities of Joe Hunt, who despite some 30 years in prison
retains an energetic and positive outlook, and who devotes his energy and skills to serving those around
him.

I was particularly impressed with letters from fellow inmates, some serving LWOP, who testified that
they had begun to change their own lives for the better through their contact with Joe.

Joe's ongoing commitment to his spiritual practices and meditation is an inspiration to me and to many
members of Ananda, of which he is a long-time member and which he actively supports.

Through this commitment, and to serving those around him with practical help and by the example of
his own life, Joe Hunt demonstrates rnaturity and the positive qualities of one who would be an asset to
society at large.

Joe's family has offered to support and employ him on his release. Joe Hunt's demonstrated abilities
and skills would make him a valued and contributing member of society, and I urge you to approve his

application.

Please feel free to contact me by phone at 206-557-8621, or by email rick.iohnston@frontier.com

Sincerely,

.l{', " 4

Rick Johrc{on
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This is in regard to  Joe Hunt, D - 61863, Governor's Commutation 
Application  
 
 
Sonal Dhir ,  

I �± 117, LAJPAT NAGAR 1        
NEW DELHI, INDIA  
110024  

 
August 12, 2020  
 
To: Governor Gavin Newsom  
cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR  
 
Dear Sirs,  
 
I write this letter to �V�X�S�S�R�U�W���-�R�H���+�X�Q�W�¶�V��freedom  from prison.  
 
My name is Sonal Dhir.  I am a Corporate Social Responsibility 
professional working for Adobe Inc, at its Indian subsidiary at Noida, 
�,�Q�G�L�D�����,���V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���µ�%�U�D�Q�G���3�X�U�S�R�V�H�¶���W�H�D�P���D�Q�G���P�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���	���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O��
aim is to drive social equity, by empowering  employees to do social good 
by volunteering and creating lasting social impact. I was also a former 
honorary board member on the International Human Rights Organization 
(IHRO), India, which is an international non -profit that strives to uphold 
human rights of all planetary citizens, as members of one universal 
family.  
 
I practice  meditation which I learned from  Ananda Sangha Delhi . My 
teachers there, Michael and Diana Taylor . I am  acquainted with  Joe Hunt  
through our comm unity . I have also heard John and Phyllis Novak, the 
spiritual directors of Ananda in California, speak of Joe with admiration 
and respect. They all support Joe being released from prison.  �,�¶�Y�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q��
and trusted them, and trust them also in this instance.  
 
�,���K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W��personally  met Joe, bu t even being informed on his life journey 
and all he has done to create a heaven of peace that is both internal, and 
�D�O�V�R���U�D�L�V�H���J�U�D�Q�W�V���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���V�H�H�G���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���µ�7�H�P�S�O�H���R�I���/�L�J�K�W�¶���D�W��
Ananda, California �± is phenomenal. Only a person of high ethics and 
moral and spiritual stature is capable of such redeeming good.  
 
�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�D�G���X�S�R�Q���-�R�H�¶�V���I�D�O�V�H���L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�L�V�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U��
almost three decades, one cannot help but be inspired of the fortitude 
that �-�R�H���K�D�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�����+�H���D�O�V�R���I�R�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���0�H�Q�¶�V���*�U�R�X�S���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�L�V�R�Q��
premises, and it is beyond doubt that he is a role -model for all inmates 
already.  
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In 2020 when Joe enters the 60 th  year of his life, after spending the years 
of youth where he could flo urish in the freedom of outside world, I think 
the time is ripe for the legal jurisdiction to make amends and honor Joe 
with freedom to spend his last decades in honourable living.  
 
On the Hindu spiritual path, to stay away from the world in seclusion or 
self - imposed solitude is called Tapasya  (Penance). It is not for any worldly 
crimes, but rather to renounce shallow wordly distractions to grow in 
�O�L�N�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���+�L�J�K�H�U���3�R�Z�H�U���L�Q���Y�L�U�W�X�H�����3�H�U�K�D�S�V���-�R�H�¶�V���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���Z�D�V���V�X�F�K���L�Q��
which destiny allowed this Tapasya , through which  he could shine the 
�J�R�O�G���R�I���K�L�V���µ�V�R�X�O�¶. B ut now after long arduous years, I am confident that a 
full life is what he  definitely  deserves.  
 
Joe also has his sister Katherine and her husband Oliver living at the 
Ananda Spiritual Community. After his release, they and a sprawling 
family of spiritual brothers and sisters would be looking forward to have 
Joe help with many projects that need atten �W�L�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����-�R�H�¶�V��
mastermind and impeccable directives on execution of projects, c an do 
much  after he resumes a normal life . The community and society at - large 
are sure to witness social good that Joe can usher through his 
contributions.  
 
Theref ore, with this letter I give testimony to  �-�R�H���+�X�Q�W�¶�V confirmed 
towering ly  exceptional conduct and full support to his release, as soon as 
possible. This also becomes eminent in light of recent health concerns 
that he has endured. I am sure that the State o f California finds merit in 
this request.  
 
 
Please reach  out if I can be of help : sonelle77d@gmail.com  ; +91 813 
0171117  
 
Thank you for reading this .  
 
Sincerely , 
 

 
 
 
Sonal Dhir  

mailto:sonelle77d@gmail.com









































































