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August 8, 2020

To

Governor Gavin Newsom
Cc

CCl Maldonado, CDRC

Dear Sir

My name is Jayeeta Chakraborty from India and | am writing this letter with regards to Joe Hunt’s,
(D-61863), Governor’s Commutation Application.

| live in India and have been studying and serving with Ananda Sangha (Ananda Church of Self Realization) since
2013. Prior to this | have been a Hotelier with over 25 years of International experience but lacking in internal peace.
That is when | came across the famous classic Autobiography of a Yogi by Paramhansa Yogananda which lead me to
Ananda Sangha. Currently | serve at the Paramhansa Yogananda Public Charitable Trust, the charitable wing of
Ananda Sangha, which looks after almost 5000 elderly, abandoned, destitute widow mothers in the Holy City of
Vrindavan, in India.

| personally have not met Joe Hunt, however since | have been associated with Ananda, we have regularly prayed for
his wellbeing and release. We have heard wonderful reports of how he has been serving even in jail and | have
always been inspired by his actions. He has put into practice in his life the prayer of one of Paramhansa Yogananda’'s
highly elevated lady disciple, Sister Gyanmata, who would say, “Lord don’t change the circumstances, change me
instead”. In all these years the only stories we have heard of Joe Hunt are of Joy and Service. The only pictures we
have seen of Joe Hunt are ones of big smiles and sparkling eyes. Such a man is a boon to society. Imagine, inspite of
being behind bars Joe Hunt inspires “All of Us” in far off India, how much more would he be able to offer society
once he is free! We all pray for that day. We all pray for your compassion and understanding.

In today’s world people like Joe Hunt are much needed to bring peace and harmony. It amazes me to think how
“one” soul can bring thousands of us together in complete love and peace without saying a word!

Dear Sirs, we leave our brother in your capable hands and pray for all of you. May God’s will be done. May our
Mother Divine bring lasting joy to your life.

Best wishes and much light,

Jayeeta Chakraborty

oo


mailto:jayeeta@yoganandatrust.org
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application.

August 8, 2020

To: Governor Gavin Newsom

Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

My name is Laura Rutledge and my wife’s name is Autumn Pease. We are retired from the
working life, members of the Ananda Church of Self-Realization, and are both renunciate
members (tyagis) of the Nayaswami Order. We live in the home built by my late uncle, on 5+
acres in the forests of the western Cascade Mountains. We believe someone who has made a
serious mistake or committed a crime has the potential to reform themselves from within through
deep introspection, meditation, selfless giving, and intentional kindness to others.

We do not personally know Joe, but are friends with many people at Ananda, including Jyotish
and Devi Novak, who do know him personally and have regularly visited him over the past few
decades.

Although we have never met Joe Hunt, we have deep respect for him and are greatly inspired by
his life — that he was able to begin a spiritual practice in such a challenging environment as
prison, not to mention being transferred many times over the years and having had to deal with
so much change, and that he has deepened his spiritual practice and keeps up with a daily
meditation practice no matter into what prison environment he is placed.

We have read about his service to fellow inmates and have seen in person what his surprise gift
of $1 million has done to help build Ananda’s Temple of Light at Ananda Village in California,
a beacon of hope so needed for the world in so many ways right now.

He 1s a model prisoner and a kind, compassionate human being, devoting his energy and skills to
serving those around him. Many inmates have testified through letters that they began to change
their own lives as a result of their contact with Joe. He serves as a spiritual inspiration to many
in the prisons in which he has served and where he serves now. And without a doubt we know
that he stands as a spiritual and human inspiration to the thousands of us at Ananda throughout
the world.

We believe that he is more than worthy of parole, would be an exceptional addition to our
society, and most definitely deserves freedom from incarceration. Throughout his adult life he
has been and continues to model the perfect example of a life well lived, no matter where,
through his selfless service and kindness; compassion and calmness; respect toward others and
harmonious actions; and friendship, gratitude, and joyfulness no matter the circumstances.
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application
To: Governor Gavin Newsom's commutation desk
Dear Sir/Madam,

My name is Mitesh Karia. | work as a corporate banker in one of the largest French banks
called Credit Agricole, currently based in Mumbai, India. | have also previously worked with
Citibank, HSBC and Standard Chartered Bank. In my day to day job, | engaged with cross
cultural teams across the globe... And in that same spirit of brotherhood, | have been
associated with Ananda Worldwide, practicing the spiritual teachings of Paramhansa
Yogananda for the last 6 years.

Coming to the central intent of this appeal for Joe Hunt, | would like to state that | have not
met him personally and have known about him through common friends in Ananda Sangha,
from those | have imbibed the lifelong teachings of meditation and spiritual living. | have
come to understand from Joe's case that he is serving this prison sentence for a crime that
he may be well incapable of committing, probably he is paying the penalty for an
inadvertent association with criminals at the age of 24. His tale of redemption in prison is
one of the awe-inspiring stories which | have heard till date, | am sure his fellow prisoners,
guards, chaplains and counsellors would not agree less. | feel his humanity deserves a
second chance of forgiveness by our society and those who represent us. The responsibility
which you have on your shoulders is immense, and | beseech you to grant Joe freedom, this
time.

Thank you for your kind consideration and also for helping me (along with many others, |
am sure) extend my compassion towards a deserving human being. Tomorrow is India's
Independence Day, and it would be a great gift to our brothers and sisters of this nation, if
our plea for his freedom may be given due consideration.

If you have any questions please feel free to reach out to me at |

Sincerely yours,

Mitesh Karia


mailto:miteshkaria@gmail.com
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor’s Commutation Application.
August 11, 2020

Governor Gavin Newsom
Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

I am an American who keeps my legal address in California though | now reside in India, helping
with an educational project here. The story of the incredibly unjust incarceration of prisoner Joe
Hunt has just come to my attention through others long familiar with the case in my spiritual
community. | am writing to encourage you to commute his sentence to life with opportunity for
parole from his current sentence of life without.

His story is one you no doubt are now familiar with, so | will simply add my voice from the other
side of the world. Although | am not a lawyer, | studied American law for three semesters and |
cannot believe that in a just society, a man could go to prison for the murder of someone never
even proved dead and was represented, according to several expert accounts, by incompetent
legal counsel.

If my grandfather, who served as dean of Vanderbilt University's law school for a number of
years, were alive today, | am sure he would join me in signing this appeal.

At a time when countless California prisoners whose guilt is far more clearly established than
Mr. Hunt's are being released en masse because of the corona virus, surely this man
incarcerated on flimsy evidence should deserve similar consideration. He is now in his elder
years with a heart condition, let alone a model prisoner from all accounts by correctional staff.
Yet all he asks today, as he has over the years, is commutation of his sentence to life with
opportunity for parole.

With appreciation for your consideration, and hope,

Patricia Kirby
(Dr.) Patricia Kirby
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This is in regard to Joe Hunt, D-61863, Governor's Commutation Application

To: Governor Gavin Newsom
Cc: CC1 Maldonado, CDCR

I am writing to ask you to commute Joe Hunt’s sentence, to allow a parole board to consider him
for release from prison. I know Joe and have been inspired by him through his interactions with
our spiritual community as well as through his family members and ministers of Ananda Church,
who know him directly.

I believe that no man or woman should be locked up forever, provided they exhibit excellent
behavior. Fiscal responsibility to the taxpayers, compassion for the human condition, and
common sense all lead one to conclude that rehabilitated, elderly inmates who have strong
community backing should be released.

Based on a review of FreeJoeHunt.com, it seems that Joe, now age 60, has been caught up for
over 35 years in a legal system that does not appear to have given him a fair shake. In spite of
that, he has maintained a very uplifted view of life, helped fellow inmates with health and legal
issues, and raised money for his church. He co-founded the first men’s group in a California
prison, and he has maintained a zero-violence record while in some of the most dangerous
prisons in California, putting him in the top 1% of inmates. He recently developed
cardiomyopathy and is at high-risk for COVID-19. It does not serve society to keep Joe locked
up -- it just wastes taxpayer money.

I believe, for these reasons, that Joe is a very strong candidate for commutation. If he is
released, he would be welcomed with wide open arms by our Ananda spiritual community.

Would you please give him a chance to be considered by the parole board for release?

Thank you for your kind consideration. I can be reached via the below contact information if you
need to do so for any reason.

Sincerely,

r‘-a_}

Date: 8/16/2020
Printed Name: .
Phone Number
Email Address: 1
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